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The clock is  

ticking...  

Revision of EU Directive 86/609 



After more than 10 years of discussion, the now 23 -year old Directive 86/609 passed the 

first reading in the European Parliament on 5 May 2009 and thereby an important hurdle 

in the EU legislative process.  

The Parliament approved the proposed amendments to the original proposal of November 

2008 with a large majority, paving the 

way for the next steps along the way 

to a new directive (s. box).  
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While EU regulations are the actual laws of the Community that 

directly apply for Member States, the EU directives only stipu-

late binding standards. Before the directives can be legally 

enforced in the Member States, they must be implemented and 
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standards stricter.  

EU Directive vs. Regulations  

Still, the Directive is a long way from being adopted and further changes are quite likely 

in the course of the EU decision-making process that will have a significant effect on im-

plementation at the local legislative level and application in scientific research facilities. 

Examples cited here only concern the reuse of animals (s. [EU Reading] for the complete 

amendments from the first reading).   

Revision proposals are prepared in a codecision procedure in 

which both the Council and the Parliament decide together. 

Depending on how the agreement proceeds, legal texts may be 

adopted after the first or second reading or by the Parliament 

or first after the Conciliation Committee has convened. For 

more information about the codecision procedure, visit:  

http://ec.europa.eu/codecision/stepbystep/diagram_en.htm  

Co-decision  

Certain is, the clock is ticking: The so-called co-decision procedure establishes deadlines 

for the processing by the various institutes, so that a final decision by the Council is fore-

seeable even in the event of further amendments. The Proposal itself stipulates an addi-

tional deadline for the implementation in national law by the Member States.  

Certain is also that the adoption of the Proposal poses major challenges, for both facilities 

that perform animal experiments and the supervisory authorities in the EU Member 

States. This applies even more, of course, to States whose current regulations and laws 

only use the EU Directive 86/609 for orientation and do not go beyond it, as is the case 

with Germany.  


